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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL DEV;I;O'“ENY C_OOPERATION AG("CV

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL D";VELOPMENT

WASHMINGTON DC 20923 ALY
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ROBERT C. McFARLANE .
' Assistant to the President for
Nationa! Security Affairs .
The White House

SUBJECT:' Department of Defense Asgistancq for Drought
f Af fected African Countri¢s

As the effects of the drought in Afirica become more severe,
problems, other than food, are emeijging. Health and sanitary
conditions are especially grim prol)lems. There are
logistic/transportation constrainty that gay affect the
expeditious movement of food aid. The lack of water clearly
creates life-or-death situations. To savg lives on a large

sécale, actions need to be taken Lguediateaz.'

Contact has been made with Departmgnt of fense (DOD)
officials in the belief that the D%D~cou g provide significant
support;” especilally in the areas of health, sanitation,
logistics/transportation, water, apd possibly engineering. The
DOD has capabilities not oaly to pfovide girect asgistance but
to apply managerial expertise. Thp Interggency Task Force on
the African Emergency: has recognizpd that resources from other

sources may not be sufficient to mpet many of these emerging

conditions. Thug, reliance on the DOD may become necessary.

DOD authoricy to provide support ig limited due to the Econoamy
Act and other provisions of public law. @enerally, the DOD can
not compete with commercial industry and {s to be used only
when commercial resources are not available or unsuitable. Ve
believe that the African drought emergency requires special
dispensation to allow the DOD to provide gupport of emergency
requirements. It would be appropriate fox the President to
{ssue an Executive Order directing the DOD to meet those
emergency African requirements properly identified by the
Interagency Task Force on the African Emeggency.

Your support of this initiative is requested.

A

M. Peter McPherson
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